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BIG PLAY.
BIGGER IMPACT.



Re-imagination of exhibits and floor space was key.
The closure of two locations provided the exhibits that 
we needed to modify and enhance the Downtown and 
Chesterfield locations to comply with cleaning regulations 
and provide great experiences for children and families.

RE-IMAGINERE-IMAGINE

In a year with a worldwide pandemic, significant health and safety 
concerns, tough decisions, constant change, and never-ending stress, 
I’d like to focus on the positive – the exceptional creativity of a team and 
community to deliver and expand CMoR’s mission.



The Question is: how to sanitize literally every inch 
of the Museum?
When we first reopened in September 2020, every manipulative was 
bagged so that families had their own set to play with; when families 
were finished, the manipulatives were sanitized and bagged for the 
next family; in addition, every surface was cleaned regularly. We also 
were able to implement online ticketing, which provided families 
with the comfort of knowing that capacity was limited and that no 
transaction exchange was needed at the front desk upon arrival.

Keeping the tradition of Legendary Santa alive!
This meant changing camera angles and set-up for Santa to keep 
him (and you!) safe. We knew that our community needed hope in 
2020; Legendary Santa and the 84-year tradition in our community 
is an important piece of many people’s holiday traditions. To 
make it possible, our team made sure that the layout of the room 
could promote social distancing and safety; and, the plexiglass 
that protected Santa was placed at such an angle that it was not 
visible in the treasured family photographs!

ADAPTINGADAPTING



How can we reach students in new ways?
Virtual field trips and so much more! As the world leaned into 

technology, so did we; our creative education team figured out how 
to deliver field trips virtually to classrooms and were also able to use 
our blog and social media to provide at-home activities for children 
and families. New in-person offerings for the year included Creation 

Stations (small caregiver/child classes) and working with the YMCA to 
deliver programming Mondays-Thursdays at their Student Success 

Centers throughout the school year and into the summer.

OUTREACHOUTREACH

Virtual 
Field-Trips



Upholding our educational mission of learning through play.
One exciting part of the fiscal year was the hiring of our new Family 

Engagement Manager, Ali Sullivan. Ali has a bilingual capacity, speaking 
both English and Spanish. In addition to teaching and raising awareness 

about The Basics, Ali has assisted us in translating content throughout 
the Museum into Spanish to be more inclusive.

Despite the Museum being closed, our Children’s Book Bank was able 
to distribute over 10,000 books through meal distribution programs 
in Chesterfield County and the City of Richmond, as well as through 

additional community partners.

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

In addition to creativity, a high level of resilience was also required – from the 
calisthenics needed to literally clean all day, every day; every team member 
pitched in to do what was necessary to be open to the public; and being up to 
the challenge of the “pivot.” There were a lot of ideas, thoughts, processes that 
occurred during the year; some worked, some didn’t, and some were modified a 
thousand times before the right solution was found.



Through it all, the Museum carried out its mission; and, in many ways grew it, as well as leaned into service, 
partnership, and being a vital part of our community. This didn’t happen in a staff vacuum – it was a broad team made 
up of many constituencies who made it possible. MANY thanks to all who rallied to make sure that the Children’s 
Museum could not only celebrate its 40th Anniversary, but also prepare for the next 40, and the 40 after that, and many 
times again. This included the Board of Trustees, Associate Board, Commonwealth Parenting Advisory Committee, 
volunteers, donors, partners, and our broader community – for all of whom, we are most grateful. 

A 40th Birthday Celebration for 
kids and families in May!
This was the first time that we were 
able to welcome performers back 
to our locations, festive activities 
and special treats were also a 
part of the day! In the midst of an 
often-changing year, the team and 
volunteer committee also planned 
(and later hosted) a gala for adults in 
September 2021.

CELEBRATECELEBRATE



In the end, we’re ready. And, we’re preparing for what’s next. In 2021-2022 we’re embarking on a strategic plan to 
make sure that we are in feedback and consultation with our community to determine how to deepen and broaden 
our mission. Our community’s youngest learners learn best through play – hands-on interactive play. And now, 
more than ever, they need us to provide those experiences. 

THANK YOU for believing in us and being with us as we unfold the next chapter! In joy, play, learning, and service.”

Danielle Ripperton, Executive Director Melvin Watkins, Board of Trustees Chair



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Funds, Foundations, Trusts, and Organizations

CarMax Foundation • Nunnally Foundation • Wegmans Food Markets, Inc. • Bob and Anna Lou Schaberg Foundation 
• Robins Foundation • Robert G. Cabell III and Maude Morgan Cabell Foundation • County of Chesterfield • The 
Community Foundation for a Greater Richmond • E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation • Bon Secours 
Richmond Health System • Altria Companies Employee Community Fund • Margaret R. and Robert M. Freeman 

Foundation • Richard S. Reynolds Foundation • Call Federal Credit Union • CultureWorks • Dominion Energy • Bank of 
America Corporation • The Greenway Pendleton Fund • Hamilton Beach Brands • The Peachtree House Foundation • 
Virginia H. Spratley Charitable Fund • McGuireWoods L.L.P. • The Rea Charitable Trust • John Randolph Foundation 

• Shelton H. Short, Jr. Trust • Economic Development Authority of Chesterfield • Louise B. Cochrane Charitable 
Foundation • VCU Health Systems • Patient First Corporation • The M&T Charitable Foundation • Fidelity Charitable 

Gift Fund • Genworth Foundation • Four G’s Charitable Trust • Farrell Family Charitable Trust • Virginia Soybean 
Assocation • Publix Super Markets Charities • Boston Children’s Museum • Target Corporation • Wells Fargo Advisors 
• KPMG • Rock Foundation • McKinnon and Harris Inc. • Durham Foundation • Whole Foods Market • Loucks Family 
Foundation • Mutual Assurance Society of Virginia • The Kathryn and W. Harry Schwarzschild Fund • Martin L. and 
Patricia H. Giles Fund • The RECO Foundation • BDO USA, L.L.P. • Byrd Family Foundation • PGA Tour Charities, Inc.



Dena and Chris Moore • Cheri Jennings • Mr. and Mrs. Ukrop • Mr. and Mrs. J. Scott Carreras • Mr. and Mrs. J. Alfred Broaddus, 

Jr. • Mr. and Mrs. Marshall N. Morton • Mr. and Mrs. R. Strother Scott • Anne G. and James Rhodes • Dr. and Mrs. Doswell • 

Ms. Meda Lane • Mr. and Mrs. Valentine • Mrs. Dorothy Brotherton • Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Vancaster • Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. 

Cabaniss, Jr. • Ernest and Catherine Connon • Mr. Richard Schultz • Peter Farrell • Mrs. Ann Deamer • Dr. and Dr. Stephen P. Long • 

Shaleigh and Matthew Howells • Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Serrill • Mr. and Mrs. Douglas D. Garson • Mr. Christopher Way • Mr. Doug 

Stroup and Mr. Steve Porter • Mr. Craig Noble • Dr. and Mrs. Donald Brown • Ms. Syreen Goulmamine • Ms. Charlene J. Whitfield 

and Mr. Greg Sye • Mr. and Mrs. Colin Hood • Mr. and Mrs. Scott Belleman • Mr. and Mrs. Halsey • Mr. John T. Hzel, Jr. • Mrs. 

Lissy Bryan • Mr. and Mrs. Tilghman • Charles and Yvonne Gold • Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Crenshaw • Mr. and Mrs. John Saucier • 

Mr. and Mrs. Elliott Harrigan • Mr. Jonathan Markham • Mr. and Mrs. Marc Elim • Mr. and Mrs. Edward Valentine • Mr. Phil Riddle 

and Mrs. Lorri Riddle • Mr. Tom Byrd • Elizabeth and Allan Cruickshanks • Mr. Shawn Harrigan • Dr. Latrina Lemons • Mr. and Mrs. 

W. Jerrold Samford • Lauren Soles • *Mr. Rosenthal • Mr. Chris Guedri and Mrs. Cheryl Guderi • Mr. Robert C. Courain, Jr. • Mr. 

and Mrs. Gregory B. Robertson  •  Melvin Watkins • Ms. Angel Clarke • Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Tullidge • Mrs. Patricia H. Giles • Mrs. 

Mary Perkins • Susan and Bill Gibbons • Louise Welch and Rolf Welch • Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Loupassi • Mr. Wade Tyler • Stuart 

and Mary Farrell • Ms. Audra Shekleton • Steven D. and Carol A. Petock Charitable Fund • Mr. and Mrs. Cutchins • Mr. and Mrs. 

William H. Goodwin, Jr. • Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Jones • Ms. Kimberley VanHuss • Dr. and Mrs. Knaysi • Lynn and Jeff Mussatt • Mr. 

and Mrs. Robert W. Schaberg • Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo Haynes • Mr. Nicholas Harrison • Barbara Markham Smith and David Smith 

• Mr. and Mrs. Steve Otero • Mr. Kamran Khan and Mrs. Namratha Setty • Mrs. Shannon Venable • Mrs. Salley T. Bagley • Mr. and 

Mrs. Blair A. Shell • Ms. Patricia Loucks • Mrs. Loretta Tabb Farrar and Mr. Syd Farrar • Mr. James Mackin • Mr. and Mrs. James 

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Families, Couples, and Individuals



K. Beazley • Mr. and Mrs. Rob Estes • Mrs. Anne Garland Farrell • Mr. and Mrs. Mistr • Kathryn Jones • Kelly Williams-Puccio • 

Ms. Rachel T. Gresham • Mr. Thomas Farrell* • Mrs. Martha S. K. Smith • Mrs. Carolyn Champion • Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Stoddard • 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Bradley, III • Mr. Chris Gilman • Ms. Acton • Bridget Light • Rick Winston • Mrs. Peg Freeman • And all of our 

anonymous donors!  

This listing reflects gifts received between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021. Every effort has been made to ensure that 
names are listed correctly. If this is not the case, please contact us at (804) 474-7005 so we may correct our records. 
Everyone associated with the Children’s Museum of Richmond deeply appreciates the gifts received and thanks each 

of you for supporting the Children’s Museum.

*Deceased



DOWNTOWN
2626 W Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23220

804.474.7000

www.cmorva.org

2020-2021 Leadership Team

CHESTERFIELD
6629 Lake Harbour Drive 

Midlothian, VA 23112
804.474.7075

Danielle Ripperton
Executive Director

Krista Dawson
Director of Education

Whitney Fogg
Director of 

Human Resources

Sarah Moseley
Director of Development

& Marketing

Jeffrey Roberts
Director of Operations

2020-2021 Associate Board
Katie Adams
Becky Balog
Caitlyn Berry

Kristen Carleton
Hayley Chzastowski

Katie Daniel
Kareen Edwards
Kasey George

Syreen Goulmamine

Ashley Hood
Alice Ann Howard
Shaleigh Howells

Jess Jones
Jenn Junod
Amy Kelley

Natisha Knight
Anna Koehle

Maribeth Lacy

Latrina Lemon
Erika MacCormac
Kellie Mattingly

Alex Moore
Aubrey Moore

Rachel Murphy-Weast
Steve Mutnick
Annie Owens

Catie-Reagan Palmore

Kerry Richardson
Lorri Riddle

Joseph Vancaster
James Wasilewski

Chris Way
Courtney Wynn

Jillian Zemp

2020-2021 Board of Trustees
Melvin Watkins (Chair)

Bryan Jones (Past Chair)
Lynn Mussatt (Treasurer)
Kamran Khan (Secretary)

Kelly Beazley

Gordon Crenshaw
Mary Farrell

Shawn Harrigan
Nick Harrison

Rudene Haynes

Amy Kelley
Casey Lucier
Raj Malhotra
Sam Otero

Martha Schley Smith

Patty Shell
Barbara Smith
Loretta Tabb
Kim VanHuss
Louise Welch
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